Strategy For Discipline
Always remember that behavior is usually a symptom, not the problem. The problem is in the heart and effective discipline is actually discipleship. While behavior does have to be addressed, modified, etc., no permanent change will happen until the heart issue is addressed. Discipleship is what connects with the heart and facilitates appropriate and permanent behavior change.

As we train Spiritual Champion we need to recognize that it isn’t as much as the “what” as it is the “why” something happened. What heart condition drove the child to behave that way? As the child understands that all inappropriate heart conditions are addressed in the Bible, the center of all that we do and teach, they will then recognize inappropriate behavior stemming from a sinful heart is not wrong for the sake of being wrong, but is wrong because it sins against God. A Spiritual Champion will recognize their behavior and heart attitude as sin against God.

In addressing inappropriate behavior and sinful heart attitudes we’ll use the following standards:

· Never strike a student with your own body parts or an object.

· Do not yell at a child.

· Do not go anywhere with a child where you and the child are not visible.
· If you recognize that you are reacting out of anger ask your assistant to address the child or look for another adult to come and help you until you calm down.

· Initially attempt to diffuse the situation or stop the behavior through directives (verbally or gestures) given to the children involved.

· If the misbehavior continues or is quite significant from the start, move the “culprits” to another location, separate them, bring them closer to the teacher, have an assistant sit beside them or stand beside them.

· If the misbehavior continues, have the assistant take the “culprit” into the hall or look for another adult to do so and seriously challenge them in regards to their behavior, why they are doing it and why it is inappropriate.

· If it continues, remove the “culprit” from the class, either by sitting them in the hall, sending them to the CM office or in some other location, BUT always make sure a teacher or assistant can see them (if in the hall). Do not leave them unattended and alone.

· Our goal is to always attempt to deal with the situation as much as possible ourselves, but as you know the parents, communicate with them too and as much as possible try to follow up with the child before they leave as to your expectations, what the issue was, even pray with them, etc. In an effort to take advantage of all opportunities we want to use behavior problems as teaching opportunities also. 
· Remember that in the end, the goal of effective discipline and discipleship is to bring permanent change and to help maintain an atmosphere for effective teaching and learning. 

· Please keep the CM office informed when a situation has escalated. If you desire CM leadership to talk with the parents, please indicate that, or if you talked with the parents please indicate that. This just helps us know what has happened so there are fewer surprises if confronted by a parent regarding the issue.
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